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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 8, 2023 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Tuesday, August 8, 2023, at 6:30 a.m., for the 
Special Election. Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann 
penska, Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy 
Director Eric Corbin, and Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa Trotta. 
 
At 6:30 a.m. the Board met to order the opening of the polls for the August 8, 2023 Special 
Election. 
 
There was a short discussion about the days and times when the election day board meeting 
can be open. Member penska suggested tabling it for a future meeting. 
 
Member penska moved to go into recess; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Cloud stated the Board is back in session. 
 
The Board reconvened to observe the pre-tabulation test of the server and the unofficial 
canvass. Director Unzicker presented the opening zero report of the pre-tabulation test for the 
Board Members to sign. They also signed the summary report, which matched the expected 
results. Then, they signed the closing zero report on the pre-test and the opening zero report of 
the unofficial canvass showing zero votes on the tabulation server.  
 
Director Unzicker presented the Manually Remade Ballots document. She informed the Board 
the document did not have a document number because it was not ready until the evening. 
Director Unzicker stated there are twenty-six UOCAVA voter ballots that were remade. She 
explained the ballots are emailed, but when the ballot is returned, it must be remade on the 
ballot paper in order for it to be scanned. She said nine other absentee ballots were remade 
due to being torn, ripped, or mutilated. Director Unzicker stated that she and Deputy Director 
Corbin reviewed all of the ballots. Member Hall moved to approve the remade ballots for 
tabulation, seconded by Member penska. Chairman Cloud asked if there were any comments or 
questions. Member Hall verified there were twenty-six UOCAVA ballots and nine other 
absentee ballots, with a grand total of thirty-five remade ballots. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 1, Candidates to be Certified to the November 7, 
2023, General Election. Deputy Director Corbin stated the candidates have met the statutory 
requirements to appear on the ballot. Member Hall moved to certify the candidates as listed on 
Document 1; seconded by Member penska.  Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 2, Candidates to be Certified to the March 19, 2024, 
Primary Election. Director Unzicker stated the candidates have met the statutory requirements 
to appear on the ballot. Member penska moved to certify the candidates as listed on Document 
2; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin requested to change the time of the the August 16, 2023, meeting to 
1:00 p.m. Member Hall moved to change the August 16, 2023, meeting to 1:00 p.m.; seconded 
by Member Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
 
 
Member Hall moved to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel according to O.R.C. 
121.22(G)(1) at 7:15 p.m.; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
 
At 7:59 p.m. Chairman Cloud stated the board is back in session. 
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Member penska moved to go into recess; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 11:08 p.m. Chairman Cloud stated the Board is back in session. 
 
Director Unzicker presented one ballot to the Board Members to review voter intent. Director 
Unzicker explained that the “yes” or “no” oval was not marked, but there was something 
written next to the “no” oval. The Board Members reviewed the ballot and agreed the voter 
cast a blank ballot. Member Wunnenberg made a motion to count the ballot as a blank ballot; 
seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
With no further business, Member Wunnenberg moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:24 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman   Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member  
 
 


